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As one of the most commonly used analgesics in veterinary medicine, opioids play a key
role in effective pain management. In this lecture, Emily Foot provides a clear overview
of the different opioids available, highlighting their applications and key differences.
Drawing on frequently asked questions from RVNs, she begins by explaining the pain
pathway and the level at which opioids are most effective. She then compares the
potency, efficacy and basic pharmacology of drugs such as methadone, buprenorphine,
butorphanol and fentanyl.

Using practical case studies, participants will gain insight into the choice of
administration routes, the use of continuous rate infusions (CRIs) during surgery and
approaches to postoperative analgesia. By the end of the session, you will have a better
understanding of which drug to use in different situations and what to expect in clinical
practice.
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